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EDITORIAL
S

By all accounts the first annual meeting of the Society at Dunedin
recently was a great success. This edition of the Skeptic has been
designated as a conference special as we thought that members would
welcome a permanent record of an historical occasion. The timing of the
conference was determined by David Marks' departure and this meant that
several of us were unable to go. 1 could not go because I had to
supervise the dress rehearsal of the school play (If you want to know,
Rhinoceos by Eugene lonesco and a great success).

We made arrangements for all sessions to be recorded on tape but
unfortunately the microphone functioned only spasmodically with very
variable results. Nothing of Mark Plummer's talk was preserved but he
has given us a copy of his paper. Dennis Dutton on Cold Reading was
completely lost and we reproduce a press report. (Trying to hear the
tape was one of the most maddening episodes of my life. All I got was a
word here and there, usually followed by peals of laughter). 1 have
tried to transcribe the other talks as best 1 could. The errors are all
mine and I apelogise to the speakers for mauling their ideas.

pleases sceptics

Psychic pretender

Former Star news editor Josh Easby has collected -
an award for journalistic excellence for his “psychic
duel” with an Auckland clairvoyant.

The newly formed New Zealand Committee for the
Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal,
also knowm as the New Zealand Sceptics, has
honoured Easby for two arficles he wrote in 1983
challenging self-professed “psychic” Con Dewson.

In a “psychic duel® with Mr Dewson before a
lufichtime audience at an Auckland club, Easby,
merealy simulated “clairvoyancy,” but was voted the
true psychic. .

The committee describes Easby’s story on psychics
and clairvoyants as “cutsianding.”

The committee’s “Bent Spoon” award for journalis-
tic gullibility has gone to the New Zealand Woman's
Weekly for an article which claimed that a method of

P Y

I have had a good response to my appeal for articles and cuttings
and 1 will keep them for a later issue. However, one can never have too
much and 1 ask new members to send more material. 1 am planning an issue
on fringe medicine and I would be grateful if anyone could supply me
with something on their personal experiences, on how one determines what
is fringe. (Can anyone say exactly what happens to the body in acu-
puncture?) Something on why fringe medicine appears to be more suc-
cessful than conventional (does anyone know why that seems to be so for
the Auckland firemen who inhaled toxic gases?) On why fringe medicine is
flourishing at a time when standard medicine is beginning to be scien-
tifically based, or on any other aspect of this intriguing business.

Please write to me, Keith Lockett, 72 Awanui St, New Plymouth.

SKEPTIC'S ALERT We are interested in
monitoring the activities of Mr Emond
Harold, who is currently touring New
Zealand. He energises crystals with
thoughts of love, and helps alleviate
the effects of repetitive strain injury
and leukaemia, while turning a bob or
two for himself. Though he knows lots
about people heating their homes (with
volcanoes) in Atlantis, we doubt if he
has read the medicines act of 1981.
Please send any news or cuttings
regarding Mr Harold to Bernard Howard,

P.0. Box 13, Lincoln College, Canterbury.

Well, | see in my crystal ball
that you will be shot by
your mother-in-law! -J

“radiating power and energy” from the palm of the
hand could cure multiple sclerosis, cancer, alcoholism
ard a number of other ills. .

"The awards will be presented at the 51'0!.19‘5 first
annual coavention in Dunedin on Szturday.

REPORT

FROM THE NEW CHAIRPERSON

Denis Dutton

In the after glow of our first annual convention, NZCSICOP members will
have to feel pleased by the progress of our organisation. The meeting itself
attracted considerable media attention, all of it favourable, and discussion of
our aims and purposes continues to reverberate in letters weeks later. Our
membership now stands at just short of a hundred and it is still growing.
And well it must, for a group such as ours has much work to accomplish.
Unless we have enough people scattered nationwide who are willing to take
an active part in ouyr our projects we cannot flourish.

If there is one thing that sticks in my mind following the Dunedin
convention, it has to do with the character of our members so clearly

- displayed there. It is quite apparent that the New Zealand Skeptics are a
' group to be taken seriously. Their opposition to fraudulent exploitation and
. victimisation so often involved with paranormal claims is formidible. But at

i the same time, it is also clear that they do not dogmatically reject a priori all
+ paranormal claims, or regard them as invariably as disingenuous. Many

* paranormal claims are made in good faith, and while sincereity does not

- entail validity, there is always the possibility of substance in such claims.

Open-mindedness is, we seem to all agree, a necessary ingredient of our
appreach to matters paranormal.

Another characteristic of our membership became clear by its absense in
the atmosphere of the Dunedin meeting. NZCSICOP members are not
interested in censorship or stifling the expression of innovative or .

+ outlandish ideas. The free expression of unconventional or zany beliefs,

- whether in religion, science, or any other field of human endeavour is

. necessary for creative progress. But not only do we welcome new ideas, we
: also recognize that they must be able to prove their worth under critical

_scrutiny. If there are areas where repeated claims are made which have not
stood up to testing and open criticism, it is our job to bring that fact to
public attention. It is inevitable that some people will misinterpret such
well-earned skepticism as dogmatic closed-mindedness. But we must make

. it clear that the onus is on the proponents of the paranormal to

demonstrate the worth of their claims.
Except then in areas of the most vicious criminal exploitation (e.g.
i bogus claims to cure cancers), where in any event there are already laws in

i to page 3.



Debunking

. the psychic

myth

You.

ve as much to gain by showing that

someone has paranormal powers. David [Marks)
and I would win a Nobel Prize if we could prove
that. We've nothing to gain by just refuting

another case ?
By HOWARD WARNER

LEARNT the Secret of the

Universe in David Marks's ol -~

fice over a glass of sherry.
“It's so simple it bores me to
lears,” be said.

“Would you possibly bore your-
self one more time and show
me?" 1 asked.

“Sure.” He crossed to the man-
telpiece and picked up a teaspoon.
He returned to his chair by the
window and rubbed his finger
above the handie, not aciually
touching the metal. Gradually, mi-
raculousaly, it began to bend until
the spoon and handle were at a
perfect right angle.

“Amazing,” I said. “Fantasue.”

“Not reaily,” said Dr Marks.
“Actually, I bent it when you were
looking over there At the manp-
tepiece, or something ™

“But what about the . . 7"

“It was already beat by then I
was covering part of it up Like

. this. You only saw what T wanted

you Lo see. If you'd been a bis .
sharper 1 was ready o use Dennis
bere as a distraction.” The other
man nodded.

“Maybe I'd ask him some-
thing,” Dr Marks shd. “But you
made 1L easy for me. I didn't need
o

I've read about thes spoon-
bending act, but never imagined 1t
to be 30 obvious David Marks had
first seen 1t 10 years ago at o
Dunedin performance by lsraeli-
born self-proclaimed psychic Un
Geller,

He chased the Israely all over
the world Uywg to disprove the
existence of psychic powers in his
act.

Now be can duplicate Geller's
entire raghag of tricke.

HE two fellows in the office

were in Dunedin to speak at

New Zealand's first apnual
sceptics conference, at the Uni-
versity ol Otago.

Seven disbelievers had started
the New Zcaland Skeptics — of-
ficially the New Zealand Commit-
tee for the Sclentific Investigation
of Claims of the Paranormal —
eartier this year,

David ilariu,‘a paychology lec-

turer at Otago, and Dennis Dutton,

a Christchureh academic.

philosopher, provided the initial
impetus.

The others were Gordon
Hewitt, a lecturer in zoology at
Victoria University, Professor B
H Howard, head of biochemustry
at Lincoln College; Ray Carr, an
Auckland businessman; Jim
Woolnough, a retired doctor from
Auckland;, and Kerry Cham-

berlain, a psychologist at Massey

University.

They based themselves on the
US sceptics organisation, whose
members include astronomer Carl
Sagan, science fiction writer Isaac
Asimov, and escapologist-mag-
ician James (The Amazing) Randl.

The New Zealanders slate their
aimn as investigating and scien-
ufically testing claims of para-
normal or psychic powers, and en-
couraging a2 more critical attitude
from the public and news media
to such claims.

The four sceptics organisations
— in New Zealand, Australia,
Britain and the US — hawve togeth-

er put up $232,000 for any medi-’

um who can demonstrate com-
munication with spirits under con-
truiled conditions, and $160,000
for any proven case of extra-sen-
sury perception (ESP) These
amounts 1nclude $25,000 from
Liavid Marks's own pocket.

But the New Zealand Skeptics
have so far had only one candidate

Auckland tarot card reader
Colin Amery. He {ailed.

HE iwo-day conference at-
Ttractcd about 70 people,

fewer thun expected. Dr
Marks also invited all psychics
“by Wlepathic message," but notie
turned up.

Ioutton opened on the subject, .

“What Is Pseudoscienca?” Ap-
parently, it means “bogus beliels
beld for polilical or religious
purposes, but dressed up as sci-
ence” — such as creationism and
Nazi anthropology.

Dennis Dutton is a Californian
who came to New Zealand two
years age with his German wife
for a change of scene. They both

love the country and plan to settle

here.
He is perhaps the archetypal

philoscpher: effusive on any sub-
Ject that takes his [ancy (at the

mornent it's the Shroud of Turin ! [

- he’s writing a book on i),

absent-minded in a Maxwell
Smart way, and with a permanenl
twinkle in his eye.

He wld me he was jolted into |

awareness of the dangers of
clairvoyancy by the suicide of his
studenthood friend, Jay, in Santa
Barbara in the 1960s,

The two tiad gone 1o a medium,
at first oul of curiosity. Jay con-
linued his visits for two years
before becoming convinced that
the spirits were calling him to the
other side.

“Certainly he had suicidal ten-
dencies and was very depressed at
that tinse, but the medium pushed
b over the line. I realised then
there was a very real possibllity
of other people dying, because
many people who go to psychics
are depressed, recently bereaved
or extremely emotional.

“1f 1 bad had access to the In- |
formation I have now, I'd proba-
bly still have my friend.” i

Dr Dutton says he has no axe {o
grind these days. “You have as
much to gain by showing that
someone ks paranormal powers.
David [Marks] and [ would win & |
Nobel Prize if we could prove |
that. We've nothing to gain by just
refuting another case.

“We want to lind someone
who's real. But you get increasing-
ly sceptical.”

He says that for hum it is most-
ly “academic sludy, not chasing
ghosts. Sure, it can be fun, but 1
think it can do sume social good.”

Gordon Hewitt, who has his
own sceptics group in Wellington,
talked on his pet subject of crea-
tionism. Armed wilh coloured
shides of human skulls, scientific
cartoons and a portrait of Darwin
(“the arch-enemy”), the part-time
marriage counsellor waged battle
agamst all who dared refute the |
evolutionary process. ‘

Mark Plummer, & Melbourne
lawyer and founding chalrman of
the Australian Skeptics, discussed
the “Aunstralia-New Zealand Stog-
over For International Psychicy.”

His delivery was breathless, |
like a schoolboy describing his |
first view of a4 naked f{emale.
Scepticism is principally “a lot of
fun,” he had told me as soon as
we'd met.

Mark Plummer was in-
troduced to fracdulent claims by a
yournalist and encouraged by The
Amazring Randi in the United
States to set up an Australian
watchdog body.

Like David Marks, be has fer-

reted out and can now reproduce
many of the tricks favoured by

“mentalists” — those performers

who use sleight of hand, ac-
complices and illugions under the
guise of psychic feats.

I watched him send a cigarelte
skidding across a table by power
of conrentration, mind-read con-
ference members who had
selected lines from a newspaper
clipping, and straighten a bent
spoon — Uri Geller in reverse.

These tricks are always good
for a "line” at parties or winning
drinks in the pub, ke reckons.

Mark Plummer is concerned
about the legal implications of
psychic fraud. He wants to help
people sue where they have suf-
fered as a result of psychic advice,
or 1o recover large sums of money |
spent on psychics. ‘

Dunedin lawyer and sceptic
Hicky Farr, wiho has just opened &
street-level commubity-law con- |
cern, will represent similar cases !
in New Zealand.

David Marks's topic was "Psy-
chics I Have Known,” and he has
encouniered a few. His hunting of
the big-name performers, the
Gellers and Kreskins, 18 like as-
sembling pieces of a jigsaw, he
suys. “You put them all together,
and in the end you're compelled
towards one solution.”

Ironically, the gquality that
draws him to self-proclaimed psy-
chics (he never says “psychic” or
“clairvoyant™ without the quali-
fication) is their charisma — a
term many people apply to Dr
Marks himself. :

7 "As ‘a psychologist, I'm n-
terested in the mund, in conacious-
hess, problem-solving.” he says
“If ESP exists, it would alter our

whole way of Lhinking. So it's very
important to us.”

The fair-haired Englishman
has been in New Zealand 17 years,
but is shortly beading bome to
take up a job as head of psy-
chology at the Middlesex
Polytechnic in London. He has
also been offered the chbair-
manship of the British Skeplics.

Other conference showpieces
were a videotape of Colin Amery
predicting a psychology student's
future (the Aucklander turned
down an invitation to give a live
showing), and recordings of Radio
2ZB clairvoyant Mary Fry.

But the highlight for most of
the andience was Denpis Dutton |
presenting the do-it-yourself psy- |
chic kit, or layman’s guide to tell- |
ing fortunes.

This is “cold reading” — a
technique widely used by counsel-
lors, detectives, salesmen, bar-
risters, paychiatrists and con-
fidence tricksters.

According to American psy-
chologist Ra} Hyman, the cold
reader can “persuade & cliest
whom bhe has never before met
that he knows all about the
client’s personality and prob-
lems.”

He uses a stock spiel which can
fit any individual in a general cat-
egory, for example, young unmar- |
ried woman, senior cilizen He
also relies on a good memory and
acule observation. H

Hyman has compiled 13 golden
rules of cold reading:

1 Be confident.

2 Make crealive use of the
latest statistical abstracts, polls
and surveys.

3 Set the stage: Be modest
about your talents Make po ex-
cessive claims.

4 Gain the subject's co-opera-
tion in advance. Let them know
they may hbave to rewterpret
some rmessages in terms of their
own vocabulary and life. (Ray
Hyman says this 15 the most
crucial rule: As well as ensuring a
good flow of information from the
subject, it will give the reader an
alibi if the reading 18n't accurate )

5 Use a gimmick, such as a
crystal ball, tarot cards, tea
leaves. |

6 Have a list of stock phrases
at band.

7 Keep your eyes open.

8 Fish for details.

9 Listen well.

10 Dramatise the reading.

11 Always make out you know
more than you are saying.

12 Flatter your subject.

13 Tell your subject what they
want to hear.

turn to
page 4



3

rom the Conference.....

SCIENCE AND PSEUDOSCIENCE
by Denis Dutton

Pseudoscience in its various manifestations is now enjoying enormous
opularity, is increasingly well organised and politically powerful. We can not
lentify pseudoscience by its errors. Seven hundred years ago Astrology was as
rong as now but was not pseudoscience, we might call it protoscience, the
iscovery of Polywater and the rush of confirming experiments was not
seudoscience, We know now that it was due to contaminated appartus and wishful
hinking and no one now has any evidence for it, so eventually its errors
ecame known.

We detect by the fact that it is not falsifiable. Sir Karl Popper was
truck by the fact that freudians and Adlerians could account for every quirk
f human behaviour in their theoritical schemes. In fact, everything provided
ore evidence for their theories and it was impossible to find any fact that
ould possibly gainsay them. Pseudoscience may be distinguished by the fact
hat nothing they say can be falsified, it is impossible that they may be
rong. Thus is you catch an astrologer having made a false prediction (in the
are case where it is not so vague as to be untestable) he will say that there
ras a further refinement of the theory which he did not take into account.
\strology is indeed complex and there will always be one more planet whose
nfluence was not allowed for. Or if you tell a creationist that the fossil
ecord shows a graduation of creatures with the simplest’ at the bottom and the
nore complex at the top he will blithely say that in the Neoachian flood, men
vere better swimmers and floated to the top. Or again, if you tell a believer in
he authenticity of the Turin shroud that it is remarkable that thé face of
esus shows drops of blood which would surely have been wiped away by the
lisciples he will say that it was Friday evening and they were in a hurry.
Jarwin was well aware of the need for falsifiability. He pointed out on many
ecasions what experimental evidence would completely invalidate his theory.
Editor’s note: many cpontemporary evolutionists and especially sociobiologists
seem 10 be falling into error here, every physical and behavioural trait is
raken as evidence of natural selection at work).

(name tnaudible} has taken Popper's ideas a stage further. For something
0 be a pseudoscience there must alsc be a better, well-known account. Thus
those who accepted the Ptolemaic thecry of the planetary orbits were  not
pseudoscientists because the Copernican theory was not available and because
the scheme of Ptolemy was remarkably successful in predicting the paths of the
heavenly bodies.

The main characteristics of Pseudoscience:

1) they are now more sophisticated and are prepared to say that their
views are falsifiable but that it is very difficult to do so in practice. Thus
(t is very hard to determine is a man has the qualities that the astrologer had
predicted. Again the Shroud Crowd are prepared for the carbon dating of the
material to give an unfavourable result and ready with the excuse that it has
been contaminated by recent handling.

2) They make big conclusions from small data. An exampole is the claim
that the dinosaur foctprints at Paluxy are intermingled with human prints and
50 are contemporary. lm discussion later, it was peointed cut that the
creationists no longer cite the Paluxy prints and that perhaps that they are
beginning to abandon some of their poor experimental methods. However, one
speaker was not prepared to give them much credit. Ercslon has worked on the
so-called human prints and now they obviously have three toes. Even so °*
credulous a digger as Rev Carl Baugh can ne longer regard them as human.

3) They cheerfully distegard basic laws of Science. Thus ESP effects are
held 1o be independent of distance in their efficacy, f.e., they do not follow
the inverse square law {which follows from the fact that we live in a three
dimensional world). Again, UFQ buffs are happy to talk of space ships 'breaking
the light barrier” in the same way that airplanes break the sound barrier

4) Although they claim to be scientists, they delight in headlines like
""Science Baffled". "Mysterfous” and "Break Through to New Realms". Thus
creationists argue that as there are so many faults in Biology and geclogy, the
only alternative is the miracles of Genesis. They lock for completely new
effects and accept them on the minimum of evidence.

5) When the evidence is teo difficult, they ignore it. Thus creationists
have largely given up trying to fault radicactive dating techniques, certainly
to bridge the difference between their age for the earth compared to the dated
one. Again, there is a man in Kentucky who is prepared to make another "Turin
Shroud” for anycne who wants one.

In discussfon, it was pointed out that New Zealand universities are hot
beds of pseudoscience. How can people have areas of bellef immmme to rational
discussion? Denis said that the only fault in our educational system is that
undergraduates are not taught te think, they can not evaluate evidence

The talk concluded with warm applause.

60G0R

" place, the New Zealand Skeptics have no desire to censor or constrain
expression or activity. What we can be expected to engage in is open,

. rational criticism. We want to know the truth about parancrmal claims,

“ whether that knowledge tends to confirm or overturn whatever suspicions

- we may have. '

‘ .

* There are a number of intriguing new projects we have in mind.. If you

: would like to help with any of these, please contact the organiser.

|

| Iridology. Can the principle of iridology be used for a better than chance

| diagnosis of disease or bodily conditicn? We would like to organise a test. In

! particular, we would need the help of an opthamologist or someone else

| capable of making a series of photographs of patients with known

. complaints/diseases. If you can help in any way, get in touch with B.H.

| Howard, P.O. Box 13, Lincoln College, Canterbury.

- Astrology. Some might feel it hardly necessary, but it might still be very
: useful to run an improved variation on the astrology test published in

. Nature last year. We also wish to renew our campaign to have newspapers

include a disclaimer with daily horoscopes to make it clear, especially to
their younger readers, that astrological predictions are without value. (So
far, incidentally, two newspapers in New Zealand have altered their
horoscopes in response to our requests.). If you can help, contact Erral
Higgins, P.0. Box 2565, Christchurch.

Serious Diseases. if you come across any advertising, whether leaflet,

. poster, paid display ad or media announcement (including news interview)

in which some questionable person purports to cure or successfully treat a
serious disease, especially cancer, please contact Bernard Howard, P.O. Box
13, Lincoln College, Canterbury. If possible, send a dated cutting or
photocopy.

Bent Spoon/Excellence Awards. it is crucially important for all members
to keep their eyes peeled for print articles or radio/television programmes
which deserve awards for high excellence or high gullibility. Keep your
scissors handy when you read the newspaper. (And thanks to M.Sutton and
D.Cleal for their nomination of an East Coast Bays News article for the bent
spoon. Except for their effort, none of us would have seen this gem!) Send

neminations to Denis Dutton, School of Fine Arts, University of Canterbury,
Christchurch.

Letters to the Editor. While for legal reasons only the chairperson,
secretary and treasurer can speak officially for NZCSICOP, we encourage all
members to write to publications they read, whenever criticisms or general
enlightenment is called for. (There are some splendid examples in this
newsletter.) Always remember H.L. Mencken's dictum that one horse Jaugh
is worth a thousand syllogisms. Keep tixe tone light and the only enemies
you'll make are the ones you'd prabably enjay having anyway. And one
again, send a cutting or photocopy of your letter to Denis Dutton.

Other ideas. What would vou like to see NZCSICOP do? Let us know.

Finally, our most heartfelt thanks goes to our founding chairperson, David

| Marks. David arranged the Dunedin meeting in his last months in New

. Zealand and was in fact engrossed in details of the convention only days

i beforg he and his family left. We are grateful to him for his vision and rare
+ devotion to our cause and we wish him the very best in his new position as

Professor and Head of Department at Middlesex Polytechnic in Britain. We

. are delighted to offer him Honorary Life Membership in the New Zealand

Skeptics. We've lost a national asset, but we console ourselves with the
news that the British Skeptics have gained a dynamic new Chairman. Good
luck, David, Elsie, and Michasl!

Skeptics want disclaimer
with astrology columns

A group calied New Zealand Skeptics has called on newspapers and magazines in New
Zealand to earry a disclaimer with their astrology columns.

The group, whose full
. name is the New Zealand
Committee for the Scien-
tific  [ovestigation of inscientifie fact.”
Claims of the Paragormal, Professor Howard said
is holdings its first annual  that running  the

said. “We hope that other
responsible newspapers in
New Zealand will followsits
example.”

“These {orecasts are pro-
vided for entertainment
They have no reliable basis

The foundation presideat

by Borten Suver_

meeticg in Dugedin this
wesk

A foundin,
Professar B.

member,
.. Howard of
Lincoln College. said most
educated pegple treat
astrology as a joke, of at
best a3 harmless enter.:
tainmeat. :

“But there are maay less
sophisticaled readers who
take it quite seciously.

“Despite the fact that
scieatiflc studies cootlaue
to_indicate there Is no

* scieatific foundation for

astrological  predictlons,
overseas polls shaw aa (o
creasing belief  In
horoscopes, especially
arsong youlh,'™

The Skeptics would like
10 see rua with every
astrology columa a
disclaimer which reads:

disclaimer newspapers can
show a sense of responsibil-
ity towards their more
naive or lmpresslonable
Teaders, .

“The disclaimer embar-
Tasses no ooe, but it would
show journalistic igtegrity.
1t wiil rebeund to the credit
of those cewspapers that
use it without spoiliag the
fun of those who enjoy
readiog their horoscope,”

The ptics praised the
Otago Daily Times for
recently  lncluding  the
phrase *“For entertain-
ment'” with each of Its
astrology columas.

“The (DT has demoo-
strated good jowrnalistic
sense by including this gen-
tle, good-natured remioder
with its astrology <ol-
umos,” Professor Howard

of Australian Skeptics, Mr
Mark Plummer, who is in
Duzedin for the con-
ference, 3od the Skeptics
are not out to stop aayode
baving a good time.

But a study of Australian
newspapers  showed the
horoscopes say different
things oo the same day.

He said people go along
to parties, chat someoae
%_‘ discover they are a

g0 and they are pot
campatible and do oot
follow up.

“But I suppase 'm scep-
Ueal because I'm a Virge
mysell,” he said tongue.
{n.cheek.
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OLD reading 1s, 1n 1tself, no

crime. Under Section 16 of
the Summary Otffences Act,
1881, a person can be {ined up Lo
$1000 for “"acting as a spiritu-
alistic medium with intent to de-
ceive or using fraudulent devices
to act as a medium.” There is no
record of any convictions.

Under the old Police Otffences
Act, all fortune-teiling was :llegal.
This was designed to protect the
gullible, weak and bereaved. Bul
few cases ever came Lo court, spe-
cially as fortune-telling came to
assume more the role of enter-
tainment. The last recorded pros- |
eculion was in 1974,

Though news stories and ad-
vertisements for other-worldly
services are often seen, the Con-
sumers Institute has had few com-
plaints since the Filipino psychic
surgery boom eight years ago. Ail
of which suggests Lhe mysuc-
message” business is alive and
flourishing.

Since the seeptics conference, I
have been expecting (o bear that
all psychics, mediums and
pseudoscientists have banded to-
gether into a Committee for tLhe
Investigation of Anti-Paranormal

, Investigations. Then we'd see a
battle-and-a-half.

Trouble is, I think the scepucs
would enjoy it too much. They
would probably encourage it, in-
itate it, even, .

With people like sceptics, you
never know what to believe. O

Hard fact
or cold
reading?

Eniightenment or
.deception? Illusion or
"delusion? HOWARD

WARNER pald $25 for 30
minutes to find out.

. AEL SNOW runs a shop in
' Wellington's Grand Arcade
where she sells books on

astrology, vegetarianism, fringe
medicines and the occult. Above
the counter is a shining brass
zodiae. And to the side hangs a
lace curtain, through which the
small office where she performs
tarot readings can just be seen.

Mo, she couldn’t give a
comprehensive picture of the
long-term future, she had told me.
But the next 12 months, certainly.

. And yes, I could bring a tape
recorder.

1 went as a member of the
public, with a genuine curiosity
about myself. She did not ask
about my occupation in advance.

We sat on either sideof a
modern table. She placed the card
pach on a red velvet cloth.

Gael Snow is dark-haired and
immaculately greomed. She
speaks in a well-nurtured voice,
with a hint of Australian and an
offhandedness I initially found
disconcerting.

. I shuffled and cut as
instructed. She dealt the cards
carefully in haphazard piles,

“Okay, there'salotof .
indecision showing up here,” she
began.

Then, she talked logeely about
“pressure,” “unsettled feelings,”
“amotional content.”

I could sense bher nudging me
towarda telling something about
myself — just what, I wasn't sure.
She pressed her fingers to her
temples and gazed into the middle
distance, searching, I presumed,
for signals.

1 get this feeling that there's
... I don’t know why I get this
feellng, but there are things you

- could glve, opportunities that

come along which you could
grasp, but for some reason it's like
you can't break out and do that

She spoke with her hands,
kneading the air to describe my
inner ferment.

*. . . or not being able to make
up your mind, but [ feel'as if
there’s somethipg there At the
moment which suggests some
change coming for you . . . (pause)
. . . hopefully positive.”

1 said nothing, waited for
more. She rearranged the cards.
The figures and symbols meant
nothing to me.

We started again. She
mentjonad walls. 1 couldn’t see
where walls fitted in, I told her.

She shook her head. “It just
doesn't seem to be right. Most
people come to a tarot reading
when there’s a specific problem,
there's something there, and the

“eards just fall out with the
answers . . . I fee] at the moment
as if things are holding you back.
Usuaily, everyone who comes
through here is absolutely bang
on."”

I racked may brains for some
humdinger to feed her, some
deep-rooted mania or quirk or
suicidal tendency. Nothing.

A man came to the counter.
She served him while I shuffled
again. The cards were worn and
Stiff.

Now question time: I could ask
“anything virtually, just as long as
you phrase it 30 you get a yes or
no answer.” [ trotted out vague,
unpointed questions about family,
health, job, prospective love
affairs.

Her replies revolved around
words like positive, negative,
change.

“— looks unfavourable, but on
the other hand . ..”

“.— can be worked through

-~ heep plugging away . . .”

The only time she showed
excitement was when I asked
about finances and she turned up
the “money card.” Well, I don't
know maybe it’s like the chances
of getting, say, 2 pair in a hand of
poker.

Lastly, the calendar reading. [
discovered that September would
be “quite good,” late October I'd
be in for a struggle, November a
decision, January a change,
February a lot of pressure which
would ease in March.

In April I'd be disappointed —
“a negatlve sort of situation."” May
was something to do with living, a
home.

“The cards are really quite

v

good through the next 12 months.”
“When's the big romance?" |
asked. .
“Poagibly November. Or

March maybe. Yes, November or -

March, I think.”
“[ feel things," she had said,
tapping her temples, when I asked

| about methods. The cards were

only a tool, a focal point. Then
something about her higher plane

meeting with my higher plane.

1

PLAYED the tape recoerding
of my tarot reading to Dr
Dennis Dutton, the
Christchurch philosopher who
made a name for his challenging
of Radie 2ZB "clairvoyant” Mary
Fry.

We checked the reading
against the 13 rules of cold
reading — a rudimentary test for
establishing the existence or
otherwise of psychic powers.

Most of the rules were, or
could have been, in evidence:
Setting the stage, gaining my co-
operation in advance, using a
gimmick {the cards), stock
phrases, observation, fishing,
listening, flattery, giving the
impression of knowing more, and
telling me what she thought I
might want to hear.

There was a noticeable lack of
confidence and dramatising,
however, which made the
performance a yawn rather than
fun and diverting. But then my
unco-operativeness may not have
been confidence-inspiring.

And as to use of statistics and
surveys, who knows? Or about any
of the methods, for that matter?
One can only guess.

FTER the New Zealand

Skeptics Conference last

weekend, I returned to Mrs
Snow. Was she a psychic? I asked.

“Well, I use certain intuitive
or, If you like, psychic abilities,”

Did she use cold reading?

Never heard of it.

She said she promised to help
people with problems. It was
unfair for anyone to come to her
oul of curicsity, although she felt
a certain amount of scepticism
was healthy.

She agreed I had been right not
to disclose my job and
motivations beforehand, as it
would have distorted the reading.”

How did she feel about
charging $25 for a reading which
failed to give any specific or
accurate information?

Not happy, she said. The
reading bad been hard; it had.
upset her. Maybe if 1 had come at
a different time or had my
astrological chart done instead, it
would have been different.

But she was running a business.
That was why she worked from an
office, not from her home. *I'm
trying to make Jt a little more
professional for people.”

She would not agree to undergo
sclentific tests because she did not
trust them. “I dun't feel you need
to prove it; the proof’s in the need
for people to receive help,”

But sbe did offer to find some
satisfied customers willing Lo talk
1o me. Most were mare than
happy with their readings, she
said, and many had returned.

A purse when younger, Mrs

| Snow began studying astrology 12

years ago and the Larot cards five
years ago. She has been o
business three years.

She always knew she had
special powers, she said. People

. would always come 1o her with

problems. “Maybe I'm & good
listener or [ bave some patural
talent for trying to belp people.”

FEW minutes after this
conversation, she rang me
back and offered a free

| astrological reading to “get the

full picture.” T accepted.

The chart was interesting, even
entertaining, but did not alter my
doubts about the tarot reading.

As Wellington astrologer and
columnist Garth Carpenter says,
“You can’t validate a tarot card
reading by astrology, because
they involve different aptitudes.”

Astrology, he says, isa
collection of informed guesses
based on symbolism, but it can be
reduced to mathematics. It does
not involve psychic powers, as
tarot readers claim to use.

EAN WAUGH, an MA student

in psychology at the

University of Otago, is
investigating belief systems —
what makes people have faith in
things unknown. She also helped
organise the Skeptics conference.

For part of ber BA, she
conducted tarot reading tests on
other students and members of
the public, rating each sccording
o accuracy, suggestibility and
how credible they found her.

The results showed that "you
can say anything and people will
believe it.”

“Basically, the people who
were more vulnerable to

_ suggestion would always find the -

more accurate.”
Jean Waugh received a tarot

' pack for Christmas when she was
. working &t & pub during her

"|: holidays. While still “reading a

. book" she would try it on patrons.

All were amazed at the results,
al she knew she was doing
little more than elementary cold
reading.

She now says: “After
experimentation and a lot more
reading on the topic, I do not
believe there's anything
supernatural or paranormal about
the ability to read the cards. It's
all cold reading.”

Not that tarot cards are
intrinsically bad. “When I do a
reading, T use it for a tool as, say,
running, meditation, relaxation. If
I have a problem, It {orces me to
focus on it and maybe get new
ideas from the images that come
up on the cards.” 03
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After experimenta-
tion and a lot more
reading on the toPic, Ido
not believe there’s
anything supernatural
or paranormal about the

.ability to read the

cards ?




REATIONISM AND THE MISUSE
= BIOLOGY
Gordon Heuwitt

i{s tape was very intermittent and parts of this account will seem
onnected and bitty. In addition, Gordon had same excellent slides and
jrams which obviously we can not reproduce here,

1) Characteristics of Creationist arguments.

a) Misquoting; especially of Stephen ].Gould, who might seem to be a
aticnist from his statements dragged out of context. They must know they are
g this as it is so very commen; it is basically dishonest.

b} Evolution is not science as it i{s not amenable to experimental
ification. But there is another kind of science, historical. Along with
mology and Geology Darwin introduced the study of Biology, in this way,
re are three ways it works, Classifying, Comparing and Inaudible,

c)There are gaps in the fossil record, but there are bound to be. If
re were none, classification would be impossible. There are plenty of
mples of intermediates - intermediates within one organism, a bird with a
dation of feathers-intermediates between insects and worms, a segmented
ature but with a trachea-Archaecpteryx (Creationists say it was a bird, they
ssed wrong, they would have been much better to have said it was a reptile.
lem birds have no holes in the skull) as perfect an example of an
=rmediate as one could hope to find - the range of human predecessors, from
tralopithecus onward,

d) The chance of protein evolving is negligible, here they quote the
ws of Fred Hoyle and Wickramsinghe (they do not mention that these worthies
nk that insects are more intelligent than humans and choose to hide their
eriority). The calculation assumes that modern proteln is simple and evolved
cne go. With this assumption, Hoyle correctly calculates the chance as 1 in
.0, 000. However no one believes that this is what happened,

- primitive protein, however inefficient, was able to evolve by natural

ection to the more complex version we now have. Gordon here made a very
ortant point about the average length of DNA that codes for protein before
- stop code Is about 600 units long. Also the length of interons are also 600
ts long. Unfortunately, the tape here was very distorted and I -have not got
don's point at all firmly. Gordon said that on the Creationist argument each
us could not exist; for, we all get one from each of the 23 pairs of our
her's chromosomes, similarly we got one from each of our mother's 23 pairs,
ice the chance of us being us, is (one half} to the power of 23 x (one half)

the power of 23 and this is near enough equal of 10 to the power of minus 13.

e) Creationists always bring up the second law of thermodynamics, which
arly they do not understand. They mention Entropy but forget Enthalpy, the
=rgy needed to restore the degradation of order which "occurs in all natural
cesses

2) Evidence that creationists ignore:

a) Gaps in the fossil record are a much greater problem for
ationists than for Darwinians, for on their theory human fossils should be
ind at all layers in the geological strata. There are no human remains in what
ationists say are ante-diluvian rocks. Creationists cite 22 cases where they
y {ossils have been found in the wrong layer (however, this should happen
riads of times on the creationists argument). In fact there are good reasons
- each of these reversals, for example where trilobites are found too high in
> fossil record they are always upside down, showing that there has been
ding of the rocks.

b)The argument from homology; this is well known. A recent fine example

the discovery of haemoglebin in plants. When we compare the structure of this
2moglobin with that of animal haemoglobin there is a certain nunber of
ferences in the structure. If we make reasonable assumptions for the time for
s number to have cccurred by the standard processes of natural selecticn, we
¢ the time of twe billion years and this i1s exactly the time since we think
nts and animals diverged. So far from being an example against evolution, it
seen to be another piece of confirmatory evidence.,

c) Processes now going on, here the classic example is that of
ustrial melanism in moths. These have changed colour according to the degree
colouration of British trees. It is not generally realised that this has .
1pened in over B0 species.

d)The age of the earth. Creationists make minor points about
ccuracies in the radicactive dating methods but are silent about the million
d difference between their age for the earth and the measured cne.

e) Continental drift. The speed of the movement of the continents has

v been measured using satellites and turns out to be about 2 cm per year ( the

we rate of growth as that of our finger nails). This exactly matches the
«dictions from the dating of similar rocks in widely different continents.

f) Creationists still belleve in a literal interpretation of the Ark
‘h. Gordon pointed out some of the many incensistencles in the story. He noted
t while there is encugh room for the two elephants of the story. There is not
ragh space for their food. (Editer's note, it is fascinating to read, this
tk, that James Irwin has been detained in Turkey on a charge of spying. His
wuse that he was looking for the remains of Noah's Ark on Mount Ararat was
riously regarded as too fatuous, even for a spy.)

There were many questions at the end of Gordon's talk but they have
n lost. There was evidence of warm applause at the end of the presentation.

Oh, | see a ‘George’ in the Spirit World... he is telling me he .
still loves you and is watching over you.

THE AUSTRALIAN-NEW ZEALAND
STOP-OVER FOR INTERNATIONAL
| PSYCHICS by Mark Plummer

| 1 would like to thank Dr David Marks and the Committee of the
N.Z.Skeptics for inviting me over and to Dr Dennis Dutton and Ricky Farr for
their hospitality. 1 am glad to be at the first convention of the New Zealand
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: Skeptics, Having organised the first two conventions in Australa, 1 know how

much work {s involved and am glad somecne else, Dr David Marks, is organising
this one.

1 arrived in New Zealand a week ago. This gave me time to become
acclimatised to the colder weather and to tune my ear to English as {t should be
spoken. It has also given me a chance to read about the latest developments in
alternative medicine here, 1 refer to the lead story in last week's Truth— Sex
romp with healers. 1 look forward to a full investigation by the N.Z.Skeptics.
Before landing in Christchurch, I read in my guide book about a man who arrived
almost one hundred years ago; one Arthur Bently Worthington. He claimed to be
the reincamation of the God Osiris. He convinced many that he had “the Truth"
and built a hall to seat 1600. Like many claimants to the paranormal, he had a

" fascinating love lifé, having bigamously married eight times. When life became

too hot for him in New Zealand, he departed for Melbourne. There he was
sentenced to seven years imprisonment for swindling a widow. He ended his days
in New York. Since his stop-over in Australia and New Zealand many people
claiming to have the “Truth" and/or paranormal powers have come to the antipodes
to convince Aussies and Kiwis of their claims. These days, modern communications
means claimants of paranormal powers can be seen and heard by millions around
the world. Yet they are at their most persuasive in the same format as Arthur
Bently Worthington - the large hall filled by believers or face-to-face contact
with a customer. Consequently, we find these International Psychics flying in
from the US and UK. They aim to get local media coverage to publicize their
public meetings and private sittings. In the six years since the formation of
the Australian Skeptics, we have noticed many International psychics who visit
Australia and New Zealand.

We have collected material on these and teday 1 will concentrate on
some of the most interesting, starting with the Doris twins, Doris Collins and
Doris Stokes. Both are English mediums. Mediumship has been around since the
1840s, right from the start, women dominated the field. It offered them an
opportunity to break out of their home bound existence in a socially acceptable
manner. They come in all shapes and sizes, but the most famous have the image of
a trusted aunty or grandmother. They are not considered to be intellectual, but
their advice comes from years of experience. They can be trusted like an old

' fashiened remedy for colds or a recipe for scones. The two Dorises have proved
to be the most popular. Each has been preceded by wonderful publicity as to
their paranormal powers, thus ensuring large audiences in halls in middle class
suburbs. Both are in their late sixties, have similar large figures which they
both wrap in large flowing gowns, Both have been mediums since their teens and
both have written books about their successes. Both appear to be humble, down-"
to-earth working class women. They introduce themselves as ordinary mothers or
grandmothers and refer to the audience as ‘my dear’, 'darling’ etc. Any
mistakes they make are forgiveable as they continually talk, covering them up
with loveable comments. They both have a good sense of humour and are quite
entertaining to watch, skeptie or not.

Britain’s most famous medium, Doris Stokes, who says she gets over 2 000 letters
each week, says she owes her success to the publicity she recieved on her visits
to Australia. In her own words, 'she never had two pennies to rub together until
she came to Australia in the late 70s'. She was a big hit on Televsiion and

- returned to Britain with glowing press reports. On television and stage, this

white haired lady rests comfortably in her chair and relays messages from

spirits to their loved ones, She makes calculated guesses and follows the rules

of cold reading. According to Stokes, sometimes the spirits are clearer than at
other times. She says working as a medium is similar to working on a telephone
exchange. When pressed to explain some obvibus mistakes, she retorted "Have you
ever tried working on five telephone lines at once . She has been attacked in the
newspapers over her claims to have helped British Police solve four murders by
using her psychic pcwers. The police have categorically denied her claims, She

has also made false claims to have helped in the Mona Blades murder enquiry.

Let's turmn to Doris Collins. She claims to heal everything from cancer
to hepatitis, She claims to assist police in solving murder cases and to contact
dead people. She says she can levitate and has travelled in & flying saucer.
When she came to Australia, she played to packed houses. Her show is in two
parts, cold reading followed by healing. She bounces cheerfully on to the stage
looking like the happy, comfortable housewife she is. She stands still for a
moment, rubs her eyes and points to an eager recipient. She usually contacts 4
or 5 spirits who have relatives in the audience. Her faithful followers assist
with cries of "och’ and 'aah’'. They ignore her mistakes and accept her cover
ups. In Perth, she even had the gall to say to a member of the audience " I
believe him" { the supposed spirit) more than 1 belleve you". In the second part
of the show, she calls up those sick people with obvious afflictions. Her
performance consists of manipulation, handling and moving limbs, she persuades
patients to say they [eel better. When the healing is not obvious, she says " [
think T have started something off™. She tells her patients to think of her each
evening at a certain time, Australian Skeptics arranged for James Randi to
confrent her on a television talk show. After this, she was somewhat rattled and
spent a lot of time attacking skeptics. At one Perth show, she became so upset
that a skeptic was taking notes in the front row that she moved down into the
audience, stood over him and poked him in the chest before asking him to leave.
In her book, ‘Woman of Spirit' she mentions her early life. She first married a
drunk and gambler. Next she married a man who was mentally {ll. Most of the
famous people she talks about are now dead. She claims that Peter Sellers was an
intimate friend and often took her advice. Yet she is not mentioned in any
biography of Sellers despite his known interest in psychics. She also claims to
have helped the police in Bath, England to solve a murder. She says they
contacted her after she had described the murderer and the victim. The Bath
police say that they made ne approach to her, in fact, she came to them. She
said the murder was committed with a hammer and hatchet. In fact, the victim

. died of knife wounds. She says too that she was Instrumental in getting the

! way for the release of Thomas.
! more of the claims of Stokes and Collins and found them all to be false.

Arthur Thomas case re-opened. The official inquiry made no mention of her. It
was David Yallop who caused further ballistics tests to be made and which made
Australian Skeptics have investigated many

We can now move to the British medium, Albert Best. His publicity
quoted extensive testing by Professor Roy of Glasgow University. In fact, these
were of no scientific value,being merely examples of cold reading of no great
success. Albert Best arrived in March 1984. Four days later the Melbourne Sun
repeated the false claim that Best had been tested at Glasgow University, under
sclentific condftions. 1 wrote to Best and received a reply from Mrs Joan King,

over/



who described herself as the organiser of the tour. She asked that we_establish
our credentials. Albert Best finally replied stating that, "1 have made no
claims of any kind" and “have already sat a test, sitting in Hobart on
television”. In my next letter 1 noted that while he had not made any claims,
others had certainly made remarkable claims about him in promoting his tour. |
stated that | felt certain that he would be able to find time to be tested by
the Skeptics. He refused tc be tested and asserted that he cculd no longer
afford to answer letters without a stamped addressed envelope. As the tour
grossed an estim ated $30 000-$40 000 it appears that the organisers must have
been awfully tight with their purse strings. Meanwhile back in New Zealand the
'Psychic Gazette' was hinting at dark clouds cver the Best tour. The May 1984
issue stated, ‘while the tour has done the public image of what we stand for a
great service, many spiritualists found a disappointing shortfall between their
expectations and what they experienced. Surely with so many clairvoyants at
their disposal, they should have known what was going tc happen. The June issue
backed down even further. First, they printed a letter from James Randi which
corrected the false publicity about Best. The editor, Ron Gibbs, apologised to
his readers for any misleading statements about Albert's testing. Yet, the same
issue of the Gazette published an adverisement for video tapes of Best, stating
{!) 'If you were one of the lucky ones to have a reunion with some of your laved
ones, re-live that moment again by watching it on your own video! Price $70'. To
prevent a repetition of the embarrassment caused by the bad:publicity,
Australian Skeptics extended this offer to Mr Best "The next time he comes to
Australia, he should allocate his first three days for rigorous scientific tests
by scientists using the most modemn equipment available. If he passed, Austalian
Skeptics undertock to do their utmost to obtain the sort of favourable publicity
that will ensure a highly profitable tour."

The talk concluded with questions and discussion. The whole was most
enthralling and was greatly appreciated.
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PSYCHICS I HAVE KNOWN
by David Marks

David gave an account of three psychics he has studied, Kresiin, Geller
and Colin Emery. 1t has taught him a great deal about human nature,

Kreskin (s affable, pleasant, self-assured, he always works in semi-
darkness. He has a standard offer of $20,000 to anyone who <¢an show that he uses
an accomplice or Assistant, so clearly he does not need such help. However, that
does not mean that he does not cheat in ather ways., Hs accounts of his methods
are artfully designed to appease both skeptics and believers in psychics. He
says at the start of each performance that everything can be explained by
natural means, but wants the credulous to think that he has magic powers. He is
a theroughly competent stage magician, known in the trade as a ' Mentalist'. His
act includes cold reading. With each member of the audience he carries on until
he makes a mistake, then he says 'thank you' to fervent applause. He also gives

' readings of very specific informatiom, such as a six [igure cheque account
number, He gets it right because he gets the member of the audience to write it
down and then he palms the card by standard conjuring technique. It is done with

great aplomb. David was able to learn the precise way the trick is dene by
tracking down members of the audience after the show,

Geller is a very competent stage magician who claims to be a psychic.
He says that he got these powers as a result of being struck by lightning at the
age of four. In some accounts this was painful and he was conscious throughout,
In other accounts the incident was painless and he was rendered unconscious. His
own main claim te psychic power is his ability to start broken clocks and .
watehes, David has shewn that most "broken’ watches ave jammed through dust and
warming in the hand is enough to start them again, a fact weil known to watch
menders. Seven Dunedin watchmakers got 50-50% of watches given to them going
again without anything more than shaking and arming. David then told the
hilarious tale of his attempt to film Geller bending a spoon at a press
conference and Geller's determination that he should not record the precise
instant the spoon was bent. The technique is te Dend the spoon some time before,
while the audience is distracted, conceal it bent and then reveal it after
stroking, David alse tecounted the way Geller bent the handle of a soup ladle in
the kitchen qf the Southern Cross Hotel. Again, he was able to conceal the fact
that he had bent it manually for some time before revealing it in its bent
state, Most remarkable is the way that Geller was able to fool two trained
scientists, Targ and Puthoff, at the Stanford Research Institute, Geller was to
receive messages in a room believed to be totally secure from outside influence,
In fact, David has shown that there werc several loopholes, {n particular a hole
in the wall through which an electric cable passed and in which the extra space
was covered by cotton wool. Moreover, Geller was left quite unsupervised while
he received the psychie messages. Geller must have an engaging perscnality in
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The case of Colin Amery is much simpler and much sadder, He is a self-
prociaimed psychic who agreed to take part in two tests. He agreed to the
conditions beforehand and was quite happy with them until the results came out.
In the first test, a friend in another building was to 'send’ him a series of
numbers. In the other, the friend was te look at a set of highly coloured
pictures and Amery was to say what he saw. In both tests, the results were no
better than chance might suggest. For example, when the picture was that of the

. Pope talking into a microphone, Amety ‘saw' a flower, corrected to the sun.

School of Fine Arts
University of Canterbury
Christchurch 1

Dear Dr Dutton,

I return this born-again spoon to you as a symbol of the
power of the press. I assure you I have no knowledge of what
sleight of hand unbeat it. I only left it in the newsroom for
a few moments, too.

David has devised a test to grade psychics on a delusion/{llusion
scale, thers are ten points on it. Does the candidate
a) claim te be psychic
b) Use sleight of hand
c) Use sleight of mouth (fast talk)
d) Use ordinary perception :
e) Use accomplices {Geller does)
f) Use population stereotypes (select the numbers, like 37, which we all tend to
think of.)
g) Use cold reading
h) Perform on stage
i) seek scientific validation (Geller is the only one to succeed at this,
bearing In mind the approval of Targ and Putthoff and their infamous paper in
‘Nature'), On this scale a high score indicates [llusion, a low score means
delusion. Then Geller scores 9/10 and Kreskin 8/10, both are {llusionists. Ame:
gets 4/10 and is clearly deluded.

The editor and I and the eight journalists on the Woman's
Weekly staff firmly believe the formerly-twisted object belongs
in the NZCSICOP canteen of cutlery for a mumber of raasons.

1. While we agree that Josh Easby's investigative feature was
excellent, I cannot stress too strongly it was a different
style of journalism. If we were to exclude topics and subjects
that are quirky, different and even fantastic the bookshelves
and magazines of this country would be sadly depleted. To
exclude such subiects, just because we do not hold such beliefs
ourgelves, comes dangerously close to censorship, a point
I meant to make on the programme, Also, in a demecratic scciaty
minority groups and religions have a right to be heard. which
is another point I meant to makae.

The talk by David was followed by questions which unfortunately ceuld
not be heard properly. However, it was clear that the talk had captivatred the
audience who were most appreciative of it.

Rewards offered for
paranormal ‘proofs’

Any medium who demonstrates communication with spirits under controlled conditions will
'he able to colleet $212,000, Dr David Marks, the chairman of New Zealand Skeptics said yester-

To accept this bent object was to accept that we are journal-
istically irresponsible, and that we very firmly refute.

As a journalist with 20 years experience on publications that
include the Christchurch Star, the Ligtener, and the Financial
Times in London, journalistic responsibility is something

T care about deeply. I have never been accused of being irres-
ponsible bafore and with a million readers perusing our publica-
tion every week, I worry constantly about accuracy and respon-
gibility. I take your point about the number of exploitative
charlatans around. They are constantly in contact with us

and get a short shift.

3. I have been aware of Mahikari since I did a three part investiga-
tive series some five years ago about the new cultzs. AL the
time I uncovered no whiff of scandal or extortionate behaviour
among them, although I did with one of the cults, who later
slapped a writ on me. You mention a woman who says her marriage
was destroyed by her husband's involvement in Mahikari. As
I am not aware of the circumstances I can‘t really comment
on that, axcept to say that my husband. a lawyer. is currently

working out a separation for a uor:!an who says herhmarrlage day.
haz beesn destroyed by her husband'e nhsa?sinn with marathon For a “psychic" whe Dr Marks himself is of. tests In New Zealand 2.4 ls poor journalism because
running. ‘.rl_\n 0b§esalon has taken over his life and his behaviour demonstrates ESP clair. fering $25,000. ol then be (nvited to the Unit. it p::mme’ the claim 15 2
has becoms irrational... voyance or divination Others included In the ed States or Britain to validooe, .
under controlled condltions challenge lst are Utited Zemonstrate their abilityla “U a perscn without pro-
. he reward is §160,000. States magician James frcat of an international per credeatials  mas-
Both you and George Balani sgeemed surprised that I put up These ~ awards are the
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TWO MESSAGES FROM THE TREASURER

1. We now have nearly ninety subscribing members. When | divide them
according to their addresses, and also for the difference In population
between the North and South Islands, it appears that South Islanders
are about four times more skeptical than are North Islanders.

Come on, you gullible North Islanders!

2. Qur recent National Convention attracted a pleasing level of publicity
and the challenges we threw down to psychics to come forward to be
tested are likely to tempt a number of them to try to convince us of their
powers. To set up such tests could prove to be expensive and possibly
overstrain the finances of our organisation in its infancy. To avoid the
embarrassing and damaging publicity which would follow either having

to refuse a test a volunteer psychic, or setting up a test which Is

deficient in some way, we need to accumulate funds additional to the

income from our modest subscription.
Donations to our funds would be gratefully received and

acknowledged. If you wish your gists to be tagged specifically to your pet

project, this could easily be done.
B. H. Howard

Hey, no wonder you knew so much, you're my sister!

Mediums with a message
— life on the other side

is dead boring

Ry Helen Brown

I wedged the car between two
others. We'd found a park at Jast. It
was an orderly suburb. Street lights
flickered Lo life. A buy swished past en
a skateboard.

Liz and [ joined 2 drove of middle.'*
aged women, cardies draped over
thelr shoulders, who were heading for
the community hall. They were the
sort who worked on themselves with
make-up, hair dyes, high heels, beads ;
and handbags. i

Although they had gone to so much |
trouble, nothing could hide the disillu- ;
sionment in their eyes. The down-
turned mouths betrayed a lifestyle few
would envy. Teo much boredom, too
many soap operas and cigarettes. Not
enough loving.

They set their jaws and focused on
some point on Lhe horizon. They were
too excited to talk. 1 got the feeling
that tonight, they hoped something
would change. Someone — or thing —
would tap them on the shoulder and
wash away their sorrow faster than a
new brand of bath cleaner.

“You'll have to wait,” said the .
woman who took our 35 ticket maney. |
“We're short of chairs.”

The atmosphere tensed. No one was
going to he turned back this close to
salvation. Before we knew it, Liz and |
were being carried along in a
stampede into the auditorium.

Cigarette ymoke snazked through the
hall. Liz and 1 spiit from the herd and
made our way across the stiletto-
scarred floor to a couple of seats near
the front.

The place was packed with the sort
of audience T hadn't seen anywhere
else — aot in a church, or at a concert,
or ¢ven at a circus. Although most of
them were older women, there were
elderly couples, solitary teenagers and
young women with {oddlers on their
laps.

1f they had anything in common, it
was that downtrodden sadness that
makes you wonder why humanity
bothers. :

"Nervous?” Liz said, fixing me with
a piercing hlue eya,

"Course not,” I lied.

A bearded compere escorted the two
mediums up some sleps lo the stage.
The mediums sat at a table and eyed
the audience — or was it the spaces
around the audience? — while the
compere delivered a speech about this
“voyage of exploration.”

1 wasn't sure if the audience was
reassured or disappointed that the
performers looked so ordinary. The
famous ex-radio clairveyant, Mary’

people understand their relationship
with their God. .

The audience was Tonging for some
action. At last the compere sat down,
Mr Martin stood up and pointed out a
woman in the thick of the audience.
“Yes, you, dear. With the blue dress
and the handbag on your lap.” The rest

of the crowd, hali-envious, ball-
relicved, coaned their necks.
“Who was the man whe liked

drinking?" Mr Martin asked her. She
didn’t reply, but smiled. “Well, he’s
brought a flagon with him. He keeps
making me want to hold my hand like
this . . ." Mr Martin put one hand -
behind his back. “He's a bit of a hard
case, What?”

The medium addressed the air
beside him in ap insulted tone. *I can't
say that! He's using a lot of bad
language. He says have you looked
into that piece of land yet? He says all
will be well.”

As Mr Martin waved his arms like a
conductor, the spirits seemed to roll in
with vaguely benign messages. One
presented a mystified member of the
audience with invisible white carna-
tions. Another, who used to play the
guitar, told a manp he'd get some good
maif soon. A cheque for a lot of money
in return fer something he shouldn't
have done. Mr Martin could see the
exact amount, but it wasn't his policy
to disclose figures, {

The ghosts were alt there on the
other side drinking, playing cribbage,
laughing and swearing as much ag
they always had. It began to sound
depressingly like life on this side. [
wondered if they had television over
there, too. Was there no peace in
dying?

Sametimes, a member of the audi-
ence would seem to recognise one of

these spiritual characters. Other
times, they'd look confused and, |
frankly, spooked.

Mary Fry specialised in more poetic
ghosts. She would often clasp part of
her body to indicate how the person
had died. Heart attacks, stomach’
paing, childbirth. 1t got a bit gruelling
after & while.

The highlight cane just before the
interval when Mary Fry turned to a
young Maori woman in front of me, A
chief in a cloak with a bone ernament
on the left shoulder offered the young
woman a white dove. He said there
had been trouble with a boy in the
family and that the boy should go back
to the marae.

The young woman seemed to find
the message rclevant and deeply
moving.

As the night wore on, the spirits

Fry, was extremely well-groomed in 8. seemed to have mure gruesome, fatal

coral dress. Her golden hair was
folded back neatly from her pretiy,
but unremarkable, face.

Joseph Martin (advertised as an
itinerant} was wearing a cream jacket
and shirt, nicely set off with a
chocolate tie. The compere explained
that Mr Martin was a tohunga who had
the gift of healing and who couid help

illnesses. A morose feeling hung over
the hall and finally engulfed us.

Maybe it was hecause most of the
avdience realised their spirlt had
overlouked them that night, or hadn’t
hcen pushy cnough Lo get a message
thraugh. ¢ |

Tomorrow, it wonld be back to the 1
<naps.

An Auckland astrologer
who nfred:cted the space
shuttle accident says the
American space shuttle
aceident says the Ameri-
can space programme

‘Blame Halley’s Comet’

affect the shurtle projsct.
M}_n Ifiitﬁ] first we:léot 1986
e & pre-

diction chirx:%r the &w.
Included in the forecast
Wit & warning that there  crashes in

the year of international

bad news. Among his

other predictions are:

® Terrorist attacks, re-

volution and plane
March

will face further disasters would be a space shuttle @ The agsassination of &
this year. accident around March . femnale poltical leader in
Today Mr Hull said the  |ate March.

Manurewa stargazer comet had triggered the @ A June summit meeting
Jim Hull says the passi disaster earlier than he  between the superpowers.
of Haley's Comet expected but said further g 1y, geath of & world
cauge all of tech- were i bl leader in late Jure.
mological breakdowns in for the US space pro- B )
March and Aprif, includ- gramme this year. motmlmmm
ing some that will directly — Mr Hull labelled 1986 as de in October.

Geller’s gold for fools,
say Australian Skeptics

By JEFF HAMPTON

An Australian-based
mining company is in tur-
moll after recent revela-
tions by the Australian
Skeptics that it paid the
magician, Uri Geller, to
search for gold.

The Skeplics' founding
president, Mr Mark
Plummer, said in Christ-
¢hurch this week that
shareholders in the com-
pany and the public were
1oid of the peyment to Mr
Geller after investigations
by the Skeptics.

Mr -Plummer, a Mel-
bourne lawyer. cited the
revelations 85 an example
of how the Skeptics. a
non-aligned voluntary
group. could protect the
public interest.

He was in New Zezland
at the week-end for the
first annual! convention of
the newly formed New
Zealand Committee for
the Scientific Investigation
of Claims of the Paranor-
mal, or New Zezland
Skeptics.

Mr Plummer believes
the Skeplics have a role
to play in society by ques-
tioning the claims of
psychics and others who
say they have extra-nor-
mal powers, and who
often demand payment
for their “services.”

Targets for the Skeptics
were people "who have
e experlise and base
their advice on mumbo-

URI GELLER

jumbo.” he said.

In  Auvstralia, share.
hoiders of the mining
company. Zanex. are up-
set that the company
sought the advice of Mr
Geller, a magician and
mentalist who gained ac-
ciaim for his “spoon-bend-
ing" tricks.

The Skeplics revealed
in June that Mr Geller
was asked by the com-
pany te look for goid in
the Solomon Islands and
near Maldon in Vicloria.

They assert that for his
advice Mr Geller was paid
more than $Awst350,000
and was given an option
to take up 1,250,000 Zanex
shares at 20c each by
June, 1987,

Shareholders were told

thal the company was us-
ing “innovalive methods™
to find gold.

A senior Zanex execu-
tive confirmed (o the
“Sydney Morning Herald™
newspaper o July that
the company had hired
Mr Geller, However, he
53id that l]l was for &
much smealler fee then
claimed by the Skeptics.

Mr Plummer said that
Mr Geller had no gualifi-
cations as a geologist, but
was “2 talenled magician
with & reputation for
being able 10 coavince
pecpie he has psychic
powers.”

“Geller came to the
Soloraon Islands after Za-
nex had aiready located &
potential goldmining area
downstream from Gold

Ridge on Guadalcanal
Island.” said Mr
Plummer.

“Al the opening of Za-
nex's mine, Geller enter-
tajined the pguests with
magi¢ tricks and even
bent a spoon held by the
Prime Minister of the So-
lomons, Sir Peter Keni-
lorea.”

The hiring of Mr Geller
incensed B pumber of Za-
nex shareholders, and at
least ome direclor, and
moves are afoot to have
two of the present direc-
tars replaced and another
three elecled.

“One wonders if Geller
foresaw  these develop-

ments,” said Mr
Plummer. who gave
nemerous  examples of
how confidence tricksiers
tried to make money by
claiming to have exira
powers.

In Melbourne, the Skep-
tics investigated claims by
a meditation group that it
could teach people 1o levi-
tale, at a cost of $5000.

The group had photo-

phs to  “prove” s
pupils could levitate. The
photographs showed per-
50ns Sitting cross-legged in
the air above a mattress.

“The people were jump-
ing up and down on the
mattress and having thelr
pholograph taken whiie
they were in the air,” sald
Mr Plummer.

Then there was the al-
chemist who claimed to
be able to turn the fitlings
in people’s leeth 10 gold.

The man made almost
$40,000 befcre he was ar-
rested and charged with
fraud, sajd Mr Plummer.

He also urged New
Zealanders to beware of
self-styled psychics who
come from overseas and
make extravagant claims
such as helping 1o solve
murder inquiries.

Mr Plummer said that
these claims were easily
checked, oflen by making
& lelephone c¢all. The
claims  were invariably
debunked.

SOCIETY MAY TAKE
HEALER TO COURT

By Nick Earty

from quart: crysials can

Claims that ener‘i/
treat diseases may be illegal, says the New Zealand

problems, stress, tiredness and depression.
“It's completely Incredible that amyone codid

talk such norsense,

Mr Howard, & retired Lineoln

Skeptics Society.

‘The pewly formed society is comidering its first
legal action as a result of claims by touring healer,
e it o e i

r Harold, t
Venturers' Mumw mmmwy
promoting his bock, “Focus on "

However the Skeplics (the commitiee for the
Sclentilic Investigation of Claims of the

- Incorporated) has laken issue with Mr Harolds
4 .

. Hmﬁm&:‘hthem nyﬁrnardig:ay'

ve en w ye

hrvited Rukaen wha e Ao ey,

“We suspect that (o make this serl of @aim 4
L the I:dw." said ooe Skeptic, Prodsssor

However, until they have had the Medicines Act
1981 wmu’,hly examined, the society js relnciant to
commit itsell, -

Mr Harold haz said that emergy released
crystals can belp cure people of seriops healf

e bio-chemist, said today.
's & smattering of sclentific information
in whxt he says, but most of it is qulte inconsistent.
He advocated controlled tests on the healer's

methods.

If the Medicines Act supporicd the Ekeptice’
fesrs that the Jeukaemia claim was Hlegal, the
soclety would seek advice from the !iu]ﬂﬁ)ep-n
ment.

The society’s chaitman, Dr Denis Dutton, sald
the Act listed & whole range of diseases which could
not be named in claims of the abilily to cure.

These included cancer and begknemin,

The leuksemis comment has been described as
borderline by the Health Department’s depuiy
medical officer of bealth, Dr Mel Brieseman.

'll'ge law prohiblted treatments being advertised,
he said.

For someone to claim they had once cured &
person of Jeukaemia was probably not illegsl, but Lo
encourage sufferers to come forward for treatment
was definitely against the law, be sald.

Y



" Chch man leads psychlc sleuths

By MIKE STEEL

A Christchurch expert
on the Shroud of Turin,
Dr Denis Dutlon, was yes-
terday elected chairman
af the New Zealand Skep-
tics Soctety, which investi-
gates psycaic claims.

The society. which hetd
its first annual convention
at Otago University at the
week-end, chose two ofher
Canterbury skeptics to
lead the group.

A senior lecturer in his-

tory, Dr Chris Connolly,
was voted secretary, and

explained by the five in-
vited speakers, who In-
cluded Dr Dulton, a lec-
turer In fine arts at the
University of Canterbury.

Dr Dutton, who Is writ-
ing a hook debunking the
Shroud of Turin, suc-
ceeded a Dunedin psycho-
toglst, Dr David Marks, as
chairman of the Skeptlcs.

Dr Marks founded the
group in February after
10 years of testing such
psychics as Uri Geller. He
wifl leave on Friday to
teach !n Britaln.

Dr Marks played video-

Twe other promlnent
New Zealand psychics
have declined to be tested
and others have yet to
come forward. But Dr
Marks belleves that the Fry,
Skeptics* latest offer of
$232,000 for proot of cam-
munication with spirits
will be & strong incentive.

He told the conventlon
that he was personally
putting up $25,060 for
anyone who could prove a
psychic ability under con-
trotled conditions, He will
pay the money to anyone

vination, he said.
convenlion also
tape-recordings
of radlo talkback per-
ormances by Mrs Mary
self-proclaimed

teatured

medlum.

Dr Dutton spent weeks
analysing the tapes, and
concluded that Mrs Fry's
sugernatural
abllity had an ordinary
explanation.
ceeded by

apparent

“cotd read-
ings,” where likely and
often flattering guesses
were pursued according

Suc-

vho can transmit by 4 biji
a barrister, Mr Errol Hig- tapes to the convention :" o subject
> lepathy 10 randomily ¢ ded,
gins, elected to the Bov- showing tarot card read- . esponded.
erning board. ings by a self-proclaimed gtl:gse:ndnl.}rggerasndbe;;eaaul He also found some un- MR DUTTON
Auckland psychic, Colin 4 usual In Mrs

Apout 50 skeptics at-
tended the two-dav con-
vention, and were enter-
tained with a variety of
mock “psychic” perform-
ances. These inciuded the
coaxing of a cigarette
across a tabletop and the
mysterious  str2ightening
of a bent metal spoon
without touching.

But the tricks were all

teast half right over two
trials.

“If they could do that
twice, I would glve them
$25,000 without a shadow
of doubt,” said Dr Marks.

Such a performance,
under controfled condi-
tions, would convince the
hardiest sceptic and win a
$160,000 prize tor proot of
E.S.P., clairvoyance or di-

Amery. Mr Amery is se
far the only psychic who
has agreed lo sit ihe Skep-
tics' rigorous tests for
paranormal powers.

Eartier this year he
tried to prove  his
telepathic powers, hut ac-
cording to Dr Marks, Mr
Amery did worse than if
he had guessed biindly.

Fry's performances.

“One of the things 1
have noficed
mendous tendency for the
dead to give out baking
tips,” he sald,

After Dr Dutton advised
Radio New Zealand of his
research and his concerns
about the type of advice
that Mrs Fry was giving,
officials decided not to

is a tre-

renew her contract.

Dr Dutton.

asserted as fact.

The Skeptics were not
trying to tell people what
they should believe, or
stop them having fun, said
The group's
CONCErn was where unsup-
ported and ofien danger-
ous psychic claims were

The gathering also fea-
tured an address and psy-

chic iricks by an Austra-
lian lawyer, Mr Mark
Plummer, who founded a
Skeptics group In Aus
tratia. -

Mr Plummer sald that
international mediums
visiting New  Zealand
often claimed psychic su¢-
cesses in Australla, which
did net "check out,”

He sald his group would
help the New Zealand
Skeptics to check the
extraordlnary _ claims by
some “psychics™ on their
Australasian siop-ﬂven

The - Skepties - had
planned for a genuine
psychic to address the
conveation, but none of
lhose  approached  ac-
cepled the oifer.

Dr Marks said the re-
luctance af psychics to co-
operzle with the group
was one of the main prob-
lems that it faced.

[ronicolly, Dr Marks
was once Inundated with
volunteers for his experi-
ments — between 1971
and 1877 he was testing
the clinical effects of can-

nabls.

“We had hundreds of
Jyolunteers. Now we can
only get one & year,” he
sald.

Some psychics clalm
that their powers
disappear in a sterile lab-
oretory, including Mr Am-
ery, ever though he was
confident that Dr Marks'
ES.P. tests were pgoing
well at the time,

But while the Skeptics
seoffed at these excuses,
even Dr Marks once won-
‘dered il the spirit world
was tinally baving it re-
venge.

He was on the tele-
phone talking about spirit
mediums when an eerie
female voice suddenly
broke through the conver-
sation.

The woman introduced
herself and added. “I'm
sorry you can't reach
me.”

The voice turned out to
be hiz colleague testing
her new telephone
answerlng machine on his
extension.

A OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL
* Aurors House, The Terrace. PO Box 2092, Wellington
NEW ZEALAND Phoae ((04) 721777 Telex N7 31031

16 September 1985

Dr Denis Dutton

Lecturer in the Philosophy of Art
University of Canterbury

Private Bag

CERISTCHURCH

Dear Dr Dutton

Thank you for your letter of 21 August and your expression
of concern about our "Tonight Show" broadcasts by Mary Fry.

In the two years that Mrs Fry appeared on Station 2ZB in Wellington
we did not have one complaint or indication from any listener

that Mrs Fry's advice was injurious. Before we took the decision
to expand her broadcasts to the full network on the basis

of their clear popularity with 22B listeners, we did, in face,
congult both a theologian and a Clinical Psychologiat, neither

of whom raised any objections, having listened to Mrs Fry's
broadcasts, to what she was doing.

Since Mrs Fry has been on the network there has been criticism
emanating pretty much exclusively from Christchurch, from yourself,
from four members of cur own staff, eleven members of the
Spiritualist Church of New Zealand and from scme members of

the Associated Churches of Christ in Dunedin. That is not

to say we do not take the concerm you raise seriously. We

do, but we are mot in the business of censoring the free expression
of alternative viewpoints and lifestyles simply because they
offend the susceptibilities of one segment of our audience.

You will be aware that Radio New Zesland broadcasts daily,

claims by Ministers of Religion of the existence of God, and
exhortations to place ourselves in His care for a variety

of purposes. Lt will not surprise you to know that a gubstantial
body of our listenmers regard that as pemtcioun in the extreme

and about as harmful as you regard Mrs Fry's activities.

They also would claim that the assertions made are not susceptible
to logic or ratfonal proof. It does not, however, deter us

from centinuing to reflect in our programmes material which

has relevance and meaning for our listeners.

There is another question and it is this - the extent to which
& Public Broadcasting body such as ourselves should be dealing
with matters which are, as it were, on the fringe end should,
by giving a platform, appear to support or condone practices
which may be debatable. The Statute is not very helpful here.
It says we must broadcast a range of programmes which cater

to all sections of the community. There are programme tules
which speak about good taste and decency and community norms
and standards (houever one can get at those}. In the end,

one can only use one's good judgment and occagionally experiment
to see where the frontiers of acceptance and tolerance are

for particular programme forms.

When the present contractural arrangements with Mrs Fry are
completed at the end of November the currenmt aeries will come
to an end and the series will not be renewed.

Yours sincerely

Beverley A Wakem
Directar General

Psychic sad over
communﬂié‘ait‘iﬁif"‘lack

The first Wellington
psychic Mary Fry knew,
of her terminated cob-
tract with Radio New
Zealand was when a
friend rang up and said
her husband had seen it
in the newspaper.

She still has had no of-
ficial notification. How-
ever, Radio New Zealand's
director-general, Ms
Beverley Wakem, has writ-
ten to one of Mrs Fry's
strongest critics, Mr Denis
Dutton, a University of
Canterbury lecturer, tell-
ing him of the decision.

Ms Wakem's letter,
parts of which were pub-
lished earlier this week,
said the contract for the
series would be completed
in November and would
not be renewed.

Mrs Fry said that was
incorrect. Her contract for
October arrived yesterday.
After reading of the show’s
termination she refused to
sign it. She would not be
going on air again this
year. She feels she would
pot be belping anybody,
biding her time under suf-
ferance.

Mrs Fry believed the
producer of the show and
27B's station manager had
also been unaware of the
cancellation of the show.

r“—:—ﬁf

Mrs Mary Fry . .. "I be-
Heved in what T was
_doing” .

Mrs F‘ry Baid" she was
certainly not angry about
the end of the series but

- was saddened at the lack of

communication between
herself and the hierarchy.
Mrs Fry said most of
the criticism of her and the
show stemmed from
Christchurch through Mr
Dutton and Mr Brian Pre-
istley, host of the television

‘programme “Fourtk Es-

tate”

Mrs Fry started work in
radio two-and-a-half years
ago as a “one-off.” She was
part of a series on alter-

pative thinking. Her pro-
gramme got the most feed-
back and radio asked her to
continue.

It started off monthly
for 27B, then fortnightly.

Mrs Fry said she had
not been upset by the
Christchureb eritickm
“They were within faeir
rights to voice their opio+

She believes they made
some valid points. “'They
made me look hard. Some-
times 1 may not have been
clear enough to peeple.
Okay you guys {the spirits}
we must be more specific
we most get deeper,” she
said. LR

"+ . Qther ctificism levelled
" at her was that she gave

medical advice. Mrs Fry
said she did and would con-
tinue to discuss herbal and
natural remedies but she
always stressed people
should continve with their
own medical progranmmes
and advice.

She has had offers {rom
private radio but would not
be taking those up.

She said radio was a
small part of ber life. She
had plenty of other re-
quests to keep her going. “T
will respond to the work
that comes up.”
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Stnce 1981, recipients
of Macarthur Foundation
grants, the “gemius awards”
that permit five years of finan-
cial freedom, have included
pocits and composers, scientists
and even a mime But a presu-
digitator? Last weck James
Randi, a.ka. "the Amasing
Randi.” whose sleight of hand
has exposed psychic gimmicks,
hoaxes and claims of the para-
normal, was among Lhis year's
25 winners, picking up
$272.000 for his crusade 1o pro-
tect sick people from unscru-
pulous faith healers. The
award came as a tota) surprise.
“You can bang your head
against the wall. call Sophia

Loren or take i1 saberly.” he
notes, "I 1akes about 48 hours
1o settle in. Al the time | was
saying, '1 really won? = Now
that the question has been an-
swered, Randi, 57, is wasting
no time in putting the money
to work, expanding his office,
hiring a full-time researcher,
and planning for a college
scholarship so that mare de-
bunkers can be sel 0 work.
The Great Doubter has be-
come a true believer in his
benefaciors: "They reached
very far cul, perhaps danget-
ously 50. in giving it to a magi-
cian instcad of some academic.
I feel a great responsibility o
1he foundation.™
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